
12 The Exeter Bulletin summer 2007

During the spring term, Exeter welcomed a third and
final group of Harkness Fellows to campus, as part of
its celebration of the Harkness 75th anniversary: the
current U.S. Poet Laureate, Donald Hall ’47, who
gave up a public reading from his work; Sarah Lyall
’81, a reporter with the London bureau of The New
York Times, who delivered the second annual Paul
Klebnikov ’81 Memorial Lecture; Priya Wadhera
’90, director of the Maison Française at Columbia
University, the oldest French cultural center established
on an American university campus; legal scholar and
author Lincoln Caplan ’68, who is now a managing
partner with SeaChange Capital Partners, a nonprofit
finance firm that matches outstanding nonprofit or-
ganizations involved in youth education and develop-
ment with innovative philanthropists; art dealer Shalini
Amerasinghe Ganendra ’82, director of The Private
Gallery in Malaysia; and Francesca Grifo ’77, a sen-
ior scientist and director of the Scientific Integrity
Program with the Union of Concerned Scientists in
Washington, D.C.

Also participating in the Harkness Fellow program
were the four alumni/ae participants in the annual
Robbins Memorial Symposium, which this year ex-
plored“Social Entrepreneurialship:New Pathways Out
of Poverty”:M.KamalAhmad ’83, president and CEO
of Asian University for Women Support Foundation,
created to establish the first all-women’s residential in-
ternational university in Asia; Thomas Haslett ’79, a
senior advisor with the Foundation Strategy Group, a
nonprofit organization dedicated to accelerating social
progress by advancing the practice of philanthropy and
corporate social responsibility through advice, ideas
and action; Jennifer Sarja ’91, executive director of
YouthInkwell Publishing,which gives students the op-
portunity to create and publish their own books to raise
money for social causes relating to youth and education;
and DennisWhittle ’79, chairman and CEO of Glob-
alGiving, founded in 2000 by two formerWorld Bank
executives who use the Internet to directly connect
donors to projects throughout the globe via their
“public” website and traditional giving services.

HARKNESS FELLOWS SHARE A WEALTH OF IDEAS

B
R

IA
N

C
R

O
W

LE
Y

(Top, left) Poet Laureate Donald Hall ’47,

(top, right) Legal scholar and author Lincoln

Caplan ’68, (center, left) Journalist Sarah

Lyall ’81, (center, right) Art dealer Shalini

Amerasinghe Ganendra ’82, (bottom, left)

French professor PriyaWadhera ’90, (bottom,

right) Science advocate Francesca Grifo ’77
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