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For most Exeter students, June means the end of school and
the chance to return home after nine months of hard work.

During her first year at Exeter, Parnian Nazary, an upper
from Kabul, Afghanistan, probably worked harder than many of
her classmates. But when June came, the ongoing political tur-
moil in Afghanistan, and concerns about possible new regula-
tions and restrictions on travel in and out of the country, meant
Nazary shouldn’t return home. Had she done so, says her advis-
er, religion instructor Jamie Hamilton, she might not have been
able to return to Exeter on time in September.

Setbacks are, however,
nothing new for the 18-
year-old Nazary. In fact, liv-
ing in Afghanistan under
the Taliban—which severe-
ly circumscribed the rights
of women and girls, includ-
ing their access to educa-
tion—seems only to have
made her more fervent in
her pursuit of schooling.
“More than anything else,”
she says, “it is my wish to
get a good education.”

Nazary’s soft-spoken,
friendly manner gives little
hint of the trials she has  under the laliban has only
endured. But as she

Living in Afghanistan

made Parnian Nazary "06
describes her experiences,

her determination is unmis-

takable. Under the Taliban,

who took power in 1996 with her adviser, religion instructor Jamie

when Nazary was 10,
Afghan women were
required to wear burkas in
public, something Nazary
says she tried to put off for
as long as possible.“It was uncomfortable, especially in the sum-
mer,” she says of the traditional Afghan robe that covers the
wearer from head to toe. “It’s really big, really heavy, really
warm. It also makes it hard to see.”

One day when she was 13, Nazary was out in Kabul with
her mother when they were stopped by a group of men.
“They were shouting at me, “You are old enough to wear a
burka! Don’t come out like this!” 7 she recalls. “I was really
scared.” After that encounter, Nazary just stayed at home—
for a total of two years. She broke her resolution only once,
donning a burka to attend her grandfather’s funeral.

Unwilling to leave her home but determined to continue
her education, Nazary began to teach herself math, history and
drawing. Friends brought her materials for studying English as
a second language—her primary language is Farsi—and after
she completed two years of self-study, her neighbors began
sending their daughters to her so that she could teach them
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more fervent in her pursuit of schooling. “More

than anything else,” says Nazary (top photo:

Hamilton; bottom photo, in traditional Afghan
dress, with dorm mate Heather Carmichael

’05), “it is my wish to get a good education.”

HOW FAR WOULD YOU GO TO GET AN EDUCATION??

TO GET TO EXETER, PARNIAN NAZARY 06 CROSSED THE KHYBER PASS ‘ By Susannah Clark °84

English as well. “T had about seven students,” she says. “They
would bring their books secretly”” Had they been discovered,
Nazary says it’s likely she would have been disciplined.

After the U.S. Army arrived in Kabul, the school Nazary
had attended before the Taliban seized control reopened. But
it was, she says, a shadow of its former self. “All of the books
had been burned, and I didn’t think I would be able to get a
good education.” It was then she began to consider leaving
Afghanistan, and in 2003 she made her first trip to the Unit-
ed States, as part of the Seeds of Peace program, the nonprof-
it organization that brings teenagers from regions of
conflict in the Middle East and Central Asia to a
summer camp in Maine. It was through Seeds of
Peace that she met Jamie Hamilton and Michael
Gary, Exeter’s director of admissions, who encour-
aged her to apply to the Academy. She was admitted
for the 2004-05 school year.

Despite the educational advantages that coming
to Exeter offered, “it was,” Hamilton notes, “a hard
family decision. I think her parents were pretty
amazing to let her come. But they
gave her the opportunity.”

When Nazary finally arrived at
Exeter—10 days after the start of
classes, due to problems she
encountered leaving Afghanistan—
she experienced significant culture
shock. Despite her studies in Kabul,
her English was not fluent. “We all
worried that language was going to be an
issue,” Hamilton recalls. “But Parnian’s like a
sponge, and every day she picked up words.”
Assigned to read Brave New World in her Eng-
lish class, she took five hours to read 20 pages,
so Hamilton found Farsi translations of a few
of her assigned books. “But now,” Hamilton
adds, “Parnian doesn’t even need them.We can
see how far she’s come.”

Not surprisingly, Nazary also faced some significant gaps
in her knowledge base, particularly in math. But those gaps
proved to be the beginning of a close friendship with dorm
mate Heather Carmichael, a senior from Weston, MA, and a
gifted math student. She began tutoring Nazary, who
proved herself a quick study. Placed in a lower math course
at the start of her first term, she finished the year at close to
grade level.

Her year has been full of firsts. First bike ride, thanks to Exeter
friends who found her a bike and a helmet and taught her how
to ride. First viola lessons, thanks to encouragement from
Carmichael, an accomplished cellist, who helped Nazary find
both an instrument and a teacher.“She has a wonderful laugh
and a wonderful sense of humor,” says Hamilton, “and she’s made
good friends who are like sisters for her.”

(continued on page 98)
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Kate E.Young and David Hyun '79
Lily Jane
March 9,2004

1982

Mary Harmon and Lawrence F
Goodson '82
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September 29,2004

Michael C.and Donna Lau Smith (Lau) '82
Jenna Rose Yong-He

March 25,2004
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April 16,2005
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November 2,2004
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May 24,2004
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1992
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Samuel Whitney

January 20,2005

1993
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February 12,2005

1997

Jason and Sarah Laskis Behnke (Laskis) '97
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Parnian Nazary
(continued from page 4)

Perhaps the most significant
first has been the opportunity to
speak openly. “Parnian was living
in a culture in which women
were not free to speak,” Hamilton
points out.““She always knew her
opinion mattered, but she didn’t
feel free to express it. She’s becom-
ing more outspoken. She realizes
that she has something to say and
a way of participating, not just as
part of a group, but as a leader.”

Nazary had the opportunity to
test these new skills this winter,
when she was invited to address
a conference at the United Nations.
“I went to talk about my experi-
ence in the United States and
with Seeds of Peace,” she says.

Her audience was a group of
500 international educators, and
her topic was one she knows first-
hand: the importance of listen-
ing to the other side of the story.
“Parnian’s point was that although
you've been given information
about who ‘the other’is, until you
sit down and listen to them, you
never really know what theyre
like,” says Hamilton, who accom-
panied Nazary to New York.““She
talked about the power of that
experience.”

When she
Afghanistan, Nazary hopes to have

returns to

just these kinds of experiences
and to work for peace in a region
that has known too little of it.
“I'd love to do something for my
country,” she says.

“She’s fiercely Afghan,” adds
Hamilton.“She now can imagine
being one of the people who will
work toward bringing her coun-
try back to health.”

Nazary knows that road to
recovery is likely to be a long one.
“After the United States bombed
my country, I thought," We will have
peace, but it was not true. There’s
still war going on,” she observes
somberly. But if her pursuit of an
education has taught her one thing,
it’s that persistence sometimes pays
off. And, she adds poignantly, “what
other choice do we have?”





