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ANSWER TO THE LAST ISSUE:

Exonians have unearthed some spirited memories of the Thomp-
son Science Building skeleton, known to some as Oscar.

AND THE WINNER IS:

JAMES A. FISHER ’38 , of Pittsburgh, PA, who received an
engraved Phillips Exeter Academy Cross pen.“The skeleton hung
in the biology classroom of the Thompson Science Building.
Timmy Thomas was my instructor (and he was excellent).”

ALWAYS ON MY MIND

Being a science-connected faculty brat, I have a
distinct advantage in recollecting that skeleton,
whom I first met back when my classmates were
still matriculating from kindergarten. If I finished
my vegetables, I might soon be invited to the
Thompson Science Building and taken to the
biology lab to visit Oscar. For some unexplained
reason, the skeleton bore a man’s name even
though it had actually belonged to a woman.Still
unaware of my mortality, I was not frightened by
Oscar, who was just another friend.The building
did have other,more terrifying features, including
great, noisy hooded fans in the attic that ven-
tilated the building and turned on and off
without warning.They were the stuff of kiddy nightmares.And
the rickety open elevator, which would never pass inspection

today, once trapped
my father between
floors for hours
when he was alone
in the building.
Surely, that por-
tended catastrophic
failure and a drop
to the basement.
Oscar, on the other
hand, brings soothing
memories and pride
that I can still recall
his/her name after
more than 45 years.
(Recent names are

another story.The only current name I seem able to recall is Britney
Spears, and that is only because she is constantly on my mind.)

Charles Bickel ’59
San Francisco, CA 

Editor’s note:Congratulations to Charles Bickel ’59 for winning the second
prize.All names except for the first one received were placed into an envelope
and Charles’ name was drawn. Enjoy your engraved Cross pen!

PUT YOUR HAND ON MY SHOULDER

The picture of the skeleton brought back quite a vivid memory,
although I am just not entirely sure if it is the same skeleton! In my days

at PEA,Dr.Andrew Polychronis (known as “PK”) of the
biology department was considered the toughest teacher
in the department, but also one of the most humorous
members of the faculty.I cannot remember the name of
the particular course I took with him,but I know it was
a fairly advanced one geared towards the “hard core”
biology geeks (like myself!).

During every exam, PK seemed to do his best to
distract us. Biology was the only discipline taught in
lecture format rather than around the table, and one
of PK’s favorite routines was to crouch behind the
lecture bench in the front of the room with only his
head showing, at the level of the tabletop. He would
then move back and forth, giving the impression his

head was sliding along the table of its own accord.
Another favorite involved the skeleton. I would be diligently

trying to remember the structure of acetyl cholinesterase, or some
such profoundly important fact for the exam in front of me, when
I would feel a hand on my shoulder.When I turned, the skeleton
would be standing behind me, seemingly smiling, as PK snickered
behind him.On occasion the skeleton would point to an answer in
the blue book and give a disapproving shake of its head; pretty
smart for a pile of bones.

Again, I am not at all sure that it is the skeleton referenced in the
photo, but thanks for reviving a fond memory.For what it is worth,
my experience in the biology department,particularly with PK,Bill
Ekstrom and others, led me to a career in biologic research and ulti-
mately to medical school. I owe them a debt I can never repay. I am
now a surgical oncologist and any bit of good I do in this field is
directly the result of their influence.Thanks again for the memory.

David Pearlstone ’78, M.D.
Greenville, SC 
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EXONIANA 
DO YOU REMEMBER?

From George Hanford ’37 comes the following
challenge. Can you identify the location of this
mystery photo and translate its inscription: HUC VENITE PUERI UT VIRI SITIS? For extra credit, do the same for this
second inscription: HIC QUAERITE PUERI PUELLAEQUE VIRTUTEM ET SCIENTIAM. Memories and translations from
any era are most welcome and will be published in the next issue. Mail to Exoniana, c/o The Exeter Bulletin, Phillips Exeter
Academy, Communications Office, 20 Main Street, Exeter, NH 03833.

TWO
CONTEST WINNERS

EVERY TIME!

There will be two prizes awarded for

the correct answer to the Exoniana

contest. One prize will be for the

first correct answer received via

delivery by the U.S. Postal Service.

The rest of the correct answers will

be placed into a drawing and one

winner will be chosen at random.

B
A

R
B

A
R

A
 H

O
B

SO
N

01-11exet  1/27/05  8:56 PM  Page 10

creo





