ALUMNI/AE WHO’VE RETURNED TO THE

WHAT BROUGHT THEM BACK TO EXETER—

AND WHAT KEEPS THEM HERE.

“Why Exeter?”

T'S A QUESTION MOST EXONIANS ASK,

and answer, just once in their lives, when they

make the initial decision to attend the Acade-

my. But there’s another group that ponders this
question not only as adolescents, but then again as
adults—those alumni/ae who return to make their
careers at the Academy, whether as members of the
faculty, the staff or the administration.

We asked some of the alumni/ae currently work-
ing at the Academy to tell us why Exeter. Some
returned because their first experience of the school
had been so positive; a few came back because it had-
n’t been, and they hoped to make it a better place for
a new generation of students. Some came back for the
chance to work with a bright, diverse group of stu-
dents and for the satisfactions that come with “helping
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kids become adults.” Others came for the chance to
continue being students themselves, “learning from
one another and sharing the joy of discovery.”

Why Exeter? Here are answers from some who
chose the same school, twice.

Paul R.““Rick”
Mahoney ’61, 74,95 (Hon.); P’88, P’92

Mentors and Role Models

BEGAN MY RELATIONSHIP with Exeter in the sum-

mer of 1958, in what was then called “the summer
session.” | don’t remember that the terms mentor and
role model were very much a part of America’s lexi-
con back then; they certainly were nowhere to be
found in my vocabulary. However, over that summer
and the ensuing three school years | was mentored by
many at Exeter. Some of those men—Ed Wall ’52,

BRIAN CROWLEY

Hammy Bissell ’29 and Bob Brownell come most
quickly to mind —were wonderful in my eyes. Oth-
ers | perceived as being not so wonderful, but | recog-
nize now what an earnest interest each of them took
in my well-being and my progress.

The influence of these men was so profound that
by the time I graduated from the Academy in 1961 |
had recorded in more than one place that | hoped for
a future in “educational administration.” Translated, |
think that meant that when | grew up | wanted to be
just like Ed Wall and Hammy Bissell, who, at the time,
were nonteaching members of the Exeter faculty.

Within six years of my graduation from Exeter |
had the opportunity to return as a member of the fac-
ulty. As my career here has evolved | have become
what one could call a career administrator: mission
accomplished! Being a member of the faculty at the
same school in which you have been a student is a lot
like becoming a parent: it provides enormous insight
into how your former teachers must have thought,
felt, even agonized about you, all while you were

mostly unaware of the keenness of
their genuine interest in you.
Exeter has changed greatly since
that summer of 1958. What appears
not to have changed at all, however, is
the intensity and the sincerity of the
interest of its faculty in its students.
That wonderful opportunity to work with those stu-
dents and to be a mentor or a role model is what keeps
me here and why | love coming to work each day.

Rick Mahoney "61 is Exeter’s director of financial aid and

coach of the girls varsity basketball team.

Chandra Glick '96
Taking Risks Together

ENDED UP COMING BACK to Exeter a bit by acci-
dent, but as a student | admired my rowing coach-
es—Becky Moore and Chris Wilson (who is no
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